
Leader

Paul and Timothy, bond-
servants  of Christ Jesus, to all 
the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons: 2Grace 
to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Philippians 1:1,2



Leader

3I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 4always 
offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, 5in 
view of your participation in the 
gospel from the first day until 
now.

Phil. 1:3-5



Leader

6For I am confident of this 
very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus.

Phil. 1:6



Leader

7For it is only right for me to feel 
this way about you all, because I 
have you in my heart, since both in 
my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the 
gospel, you all are partakers of 
grace with me. 

Phil. 1:7



Leader

8For God is my witness, how 
I long for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus.

Phil. 1:8



Becoming a Transforming 
Community

1:1-18

Partnership brings Joy in Trouble



Intro.   

• To: Saints in Christ Jesus
»In Philippi



In Christ…In Philippi

• Philippi, leading city (Acts 16:12)

–Roman colony (Brutus/Cassius)



Philippi



Gateway city … Like St. Louis



In Christ…In Philippi

• I thank God in all memories of you (3)

• What memories? Acts 16:13 ff
–Three key people: 

•Lydia, single mother, merchant
•Fortune telling slave girl
•“Philippian Jailer”



Philippian Jail



Theme:
• I pray with joy in every request (4)

• In view of your participation (5)
–In the Gospel
–From the first day until now

•1st. Day- at the river… Lydia
•Now- Epaphroditus (4:18)



Theme & Strategy:

• I pray with joy ... (4)

• So, is ”Joy” the theme? 
• No…notice it is “with joy …
• In view of your participation 

(koinonia) in the Gospel”
–Joy is the atmosphere created by

partnership (koinonia) in Gospel





Confidence:

• He who began a good work will 
bring it to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus!

1st Day “Now” Day of Christ



Theme & Strategy (1:7,8)

• “It’s only right to think this way about  
you (joy, confidence) because I have   
you in my heart since …
–... in my imprisonment & defense 

you were partakers (sun+koinonia) 
of grace with me…

• So, joy, confidence, and affection 
flow out of partnership in grace...



Applications:
• Think of Lydia, the slave girl & the 

Philippian jailer with Paul 
reminiscing about how they got 
together & what He’s doing with 
them.

• Go & do the same!



Applications

• Not feeling affection, confidence & joy?
• Focus on partnership in ministry!
• Good memories flow out of working 

through tough times together. So…
• God’s strategy puts you with others to 

dig in together & confirm the Gospel..



Leader

9And this I pray, that your love 
may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all 
discernment, 10so that you may 
approve the things that are 
excellent, in order to be sincere 
and blameless until the day of 
Christ;

Phil. 1:9,10



Leader

11having been filled with the fruit 
of righteousness which comes
through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God. 

Phil. 1:11



Leader

12Now I want you to know, brethren, 
that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, 
13so that my imprisonment in the cause 
of Christ has become well known 
throughout the whole praetorian guard 
and to everyone else,

Phil. 1:12,13



Leader

14and that most of the brethren, 
trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of God 
without fear. 15Some, to be sure, 
are preaching Christ even from envy 
and strife, but some also from good 
will;

Phil. 1:14,15



Leader

16the latter...out of love, knowing 
that I am appointed for the 
defense of the gospel; 17the 
former proclaim Christ out of 
selfish ambition... thinking to 
cause me distress in my 
imprisonment. 

Phil. 1:16,17



Leader

18What then? Only that in every 
way, whether in pretense or in 
truth, Christ is proclaimed; and  in 
this I rejoice,  yes, and I will 
rejoice.

Phil. 1:18





Remember the Theme…

• Partnership in the Gospel brings joy in 
trouble!

• Paul prayed joyfully, with confidence 
& love for his partners in grace (1-8)

• But what did he pray? (9-18)



Praying for Partners  (1:9-11)    

• He prayed:  That love would 
abound...                (emotions)

• In real knowledge…  (mind)
• to approve the excellent…                                     

(will)



Praying for Partners  (1:9-11) 

• Results:
–For us: Character… 

•Sincere & blameless
•Filled with fruit of 
righteousness

–For God: Glory and praise (11)



Modeling Joy for Partners (1:12-18)   

• Context: Concern for Paul in prison 
in Rome. But…

• Prison brought progress           
(pro-kopto) in the Gospel!



Modeling Joy for Partners (1:12-18) 

• Whole Praitorian guard knew (13)
• Brethren trusted God & spoke the      

word of God with courage (14)
 …By being victors instead of victims



Modeling Joy for Partners (1:12-18) 
• Paul was...

–Aware of mixed motives
•“Some preach thru envy or        
ambition, trying to hurt (17)

•Others thru good will” (15)
–Able to say “so what?” ... “I rejoice  

Christ is preached.” (18)



Victims and Victors

• Victims
–Dependent 
on others’ 
actions

–Joy is “out 
there”

• Victors
–Joy in Christ
–Not 
dependent on 
circumstance



Applications:

• Genesis 50:20 "And as for you, 
you meant evil against me, but
God meant it for good ...”

• Romans 8:31-39



Applications:

• Paul didn’t confront those preaching 
from wrong motives.

• But he did warn people about 
Alexander (2 Timothy 4:14,15)

• Growing discernment is essential! 



Applications:

• Someone has hurt you so you find it 
difficult to minister?
–Have you drawn back?
–Are you focusing on others or on  

God’s kingdom?
– Are you growing in discernment 

more than protecting your 
feelings? 



Applications:

• Someone has hurt you so you find 
it difficult to minister...
–Are you focused on hearing “well 

done, faithful servant?” or on 
avoiding pain?

–Are you an “investing partner” 
with Jesus in His work or a 
“consumer”? 



Applications:

• Q.“Can I let someone else be wrong 
and still do what I’m called to?”

• Q. “What does it take to stop me   
from serving Jesus?”

• “Seek first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness and all these 
things will be added to  you.” John 
16:33


